[Autoimmune and immunocomplex pathology in patients with insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus].
The purpose of the study was to bring to light autoimmune reactions in patients with insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus (IDDM) with regard to different tissue autoantigens as well as to reveal association between changes in cellular reactions and molecular structure of circulating immune complexes. Altogether 71 IDDM patients were investigated using the leukocyte migration inhibition test (LMIT), in which sensitization to autoantigens was observed in thymic tissue (35.2%), skin (35.2%), venous walls (22.5%), lymph nodes (15.5%), human liver lipoprotein (25.4%). In the presence of diabetic angiopathies the frequency of lymphocyte sensitization to dermal antigen was increased 5.4-fold, to thymic antigen--6.6-fold, and to liver lipoprotein--10.4-fold. As the disease progressed, a considerable increase in the number of mean molecular (2.7-fold) and small molecular (1.6-fold) circulating immune complexes was observed. Direct correlation between their levels and severity of diabetic microangiopathies was established.